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Commune concilium, tẽtum in Guild- 


haldia ciuitatis Londini,xin,die Octobris, 


Anno regni Eduardi ſexti, Dei gratia An- 


gliz, Franciz, & Hiberniz Regis, fideide- 


fenſoris & in terra Eccleſiæ Anglicanz, & 
Hibernicæ ſupremicapitis, quinto: coram 
Andrea Iudde milite,tunc Maioie, & Aldre 


mannis Ciuitatis illids, ordinata fut inter a- 
ha, inactitata, cõceſſa, & ſtabilita, omnia & 
ſingula ſubſequentia. 


Dd 4 | $8 


( <h- London, is of late peres 


N 2 NES lyke to decaye, moꝛe and 


occaſion rwhoreor emong other, hathe 
bene, loꝛ that fra mens childꝛen, (Oꝛ⸗ 
dane the ent ſometymes 


Oꝛalmuth as the citie ol 
ſoꝛe Decaped.and dayly is 
Y moꝛe. A great cauſe and 


A. ij. in 
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in the liues of their Parents, æ ſome- 


welthy, a rych, dw beſtow themlelues 
in vngodly Mariages, foz the moſte 


willes,and pleaſures, without the con 
ſent,and againſte the mindes of they? 


friends, ſaping, and affirming, that the | 

Law, and cuſtome of the ſayde Citie 

giueth vnto them their portious, whe⸗ 
ther they marye by the affent of theyz 


friendes oꝛ not, and ſo do dayly caſt a- 
wap, and vndo them ſelues, in truſt to 
haue theyꝛ ſayde pozcions , whether 


their Parentes,o2 friends will, oꝛ wyl 


not. And the rby doe they beſtow them 
ſelues vpon ſimple, and lyght perſons 


hauing neyther cunning, knowledge, 


ſublkaunce, ne god, oꝛ honeſt condicy⸗ 


ons By realon whereof ſuche Oꝛ⸗ 


phanes, inoꝛdinately, and inſolently, 


doe ſpende, and conſume their patry- 
- mony, and poꝛcions, in ſhoꝛt tyme, not 


un to the vndoinge of themlelues, 


and 


part in their pong age, at their one 


times after their diſceaſes, beinge left 


 10T Orpnatics., 


and to the great ignominie and ſhame 
blk their friendes, but alſo to the great 
ſclaundꝛe of the Loꝛd Maioꝛ, and Al⸗ 
dꝛemen ot this citie (who bene repu⸗ 
ted, and taken as Fathers, and Pꝛo⸗ 
tectours, of the ſame Oꝛphanes) and 
to the great loſſe, and hinderaunce of ß 
ſayde Citie. 
And foꝛalmuch as the ſayde Loꝛde 
Maioꝛ, and Citezienes haue by theyz 
lawes, and cuſtomes, power, and auc⸗ 
thoꝛitie, to make lawes, and oꝛdinaun 
tes, by their commune connſail oz re- 
dꝛelle of the ſame. It is therfoze now 
cto thintent to reduce Þ ſame to a moꝛe 
godly, moꝛe p20itabie, and decent oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe, and confo2mite) by the ſayde od 
Maioꝛ, æ Comminalte, and Citizens, 
in this pꝛeſent commune counſaill al⸗ 
ſembled, and by aucthoꝛitie of the ſame 
commune Counſaul, oꝛdeyned, enac- 
ted, aucthoꝛized, and eſtabliſhed, foꝛ à 
Lawe perpetually to be obſerned and. 
kept —_ the lapde Citie. That if a⸗ 
A. iii. ny 
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ny Dzphane, o2childe of anyfre man 


02 free woman, of the ſaide Citie doo 


uicted, aloꝛe the Lode Maioꝛ and the 
Aldermen oꝛ cls where that then they 
and euer ok them, ſhail to all ententes 
purpoſes, conſtructions æ meaninges, 


be vnabled and barred to demaunde 
and claime their pozcion 02 poꝛcions, 


alſo ſail loſe and foꝛgo + be barred fo2 


offende in any the thinges hereafter 
expꝛeſſed, and be tyerof lawfully.con- 
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euer, ok all and euery his, her. oꝛ their 


parte oꝛ parts, and poꝛtions to him oꝛ 
them belonging, by and akter the death 


ok his oꝛ their ſaid father o2 mother. ort 
the gwddes and Cattalles, of euer 


ſuch kather and mother, by reaſon of a⸗ 


ny Lawe. cuſtome, oꝛdinaunce, viage, 


fraunches, pꝛiuilege, act of Commune 


counſaileoꝛ other thing hertofoꝛe had 


oꝛ vſed, within the laide Citie. The 


ſame Lawe, Cuſtome, Oꝛdinaunte oz 


other thinge whatſoeuer, heretokoꝛe 
had made od eined⸗ allowed, and put 
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in bꝛe, to the contrarpye in anye wyle 
notwithſtandinge. That is to witte. 
Firſt, ik any manchild oꝛ womanchild, 
hall malitioufly go about, oz attempt 
to do, 02 cauſe to be done, any bodeip 
harme, deathe, 02 deſtruction to his oꝛ 
their Father, oz Mother: Oz it any 
manchilde do hereatter mary, 92 con⸗ 
tract mariage, in the Iyfe of his father, | 
02 mother (by whome he will clayme 1 
any poꝛcion) vader the age of xri.yea- * 
res, without the conſent of his ſayde 
Father, oz Mother, by whome he 
woll clayme anye poꝛcion: Ozik a- 4 
.\. ny Womanchilde,dowe hereafter Ma⸗ 
rpe, oꝛ contracte Mariage, in the Ipfe $ 
of her kather. oꝛ other parent by whom 
the (hall clatme anye Yozcton , befoꝛe 
the age of. xviii. yeares, without the 
; conſent of hir Father > 02 ſuche other 
Parent by whoine che chall o2 may 
dlaime any poꝛtion: Oꝛ ik anie Man 
childe ba a Thiefe, 02a Fellon, oꝛa 
A. uli. com- 
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common whoze e e acommune 
 Dyſar.o2 a common player af vnlaw⸗ 


full games notoꝛiouſly knowen: Oꝛ it 
any womanchilde chall hereafter com⸗ 
mit any whoꝛedome, oꝛbe a common 
Picker, that then eueryofÿ perſonnes 
ſo offendit: g, chalbe barred a excluded 
to haue, oꝛ demaunde any poꝛcion. 
E1220nded alwayes, that it halbe 

latofull, foꝛ the Father, oꝛ Mother ofa 
ny ſuch childe, 02 childꝛen, to geue and 
bequetht in Legacie, to ſuche Childe, oꝛ 


_ Childzen,as muche as the Pozcion of -| 


ſuc!) child ſo offending (all amount vn 


to, by the cuſtome ofthe ſayde citie, and 
then ſuche chude thereby to be enabled 
to haue -and demaund 5 ſame, as Poꝛ⸗ 
dio, this Acte, notwithſtanding, ſo that 
| the [ame legacy be tonteined in his, os 


heir teſtament in wꝛiting a not other⸗ 


wiſe . Ind tgat then and from thence- 
kurth his ſayd child, oꝛ childꝛẽ, to be ad- 


mitted and reſtoꝛed to clame ſuche le⸗ 
gacio, oꝛ legacies, in uche ſoꝛte maner 
11 and 


for Orphanes. 


and foꝛme, as if ther had ben neuer a⸗ 


ny ſuche offence done, oꝛ committed by 


any ſuch childe. 

Item, it is further oꝛdeyned, enac⸗ 
ted, aucchoꝛized, and eſtabliched, by 
thauthoꝛite afoꝛeſayde, that it any wo⸗ 
manchilde, being an O2phane, and v1 
der the age of. xxi.peares, at any tyme 


hereakter after the death of hir father, 


do enſure oz contract hir ſelfe in Ma⸗ 
riage, oꝛ els accoꝛding to the Eccleſta- 
ſticall Lawes of this Kealme, do per⸗ 


age, with any fre man of this Citie, 
the conſent and agrement of the Loꝛd 
Maioꝛ, and Aldermen of this ſayde 
Citie of London, foꝛ the tyme beinge, 
not obteyned and had, that then foꝛ c- 
uery ſuch default and offence co nmit⸗ 
ted 02 done, by any ©2phane o2 O2- 


puhanes, of the ſapde Citie, the ſame 


being confeſſed oꝛ ſufficiently pꝛaued 


by two witneſſes oz otherwiſe befoꝛe 


the ſapde Loꝛd Maioꝛ. and Aldermen 


tectly ſolempnize oz conſumate Mari⸗ 
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"01 Orders eiae fed 
ol this ſayde Citie of London, foꝛ the 
teme being at and in a Courte of Jl- 
WA dermen, Ge o2 they that ſo happen to 
| " ©  brhanehir or themſelues ,as 18 afozc- 
# — . — leit. loꝛgo and ic . ii. d. 
ro ef andfozencry pound, ſo due oꝛ to be 
7 Dne,butoher.ozthem,by reaſon ofany 
148: ſuch Oꝛph anage, the ſumme ok. xii. d. 
100 of euerp. li, to go, oꝛ be, to the ble of the 
15 Chamver of the ſayd Citie, accoꝛdinge 
. to the auntient cuſtome befoze this ty- 
mae, in luch caſe ved, And it the ſayde 
1 Contract oꝛ mariage of the ſayde O2- 
phan, oz, Oꝛphans be made with anye 
faonein, not beinge fre of this Citie, at 
the tyme of any ſuch contract oz mari⸗ 
age made, that then the ſayd Ozphan, | 
! Oxphansand every of them Wal! 
F __ foxfaice and loſe.tit,s.ofevcrypounde, 
02 to be due vnto hir, oꝛ them, by ver- 
tue ot any Oꝛphanage , oꝛ cuſtome, had 
and vſed, within the ſayde Citie. The 
one chilling of the ſaide. iii. 8. of euerie 
5 pounde, to go, oꝛ to be, io lhe vie of the 
75 | Cham⸗ 
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_ of ſ\nchOzphanes,o2 Oꝛph 
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Chamber of the ſayde Citie , in ſuche 
maner and fourme as is afozeſar'de, 
And the other. i. s. ſo toxtapted. or eue⸗ 
ry pound, to go to the vie ot ſuch, other 
Oꝛphane, oꝛ Oꝛphanes, as then all 
remaine vnmaried. Oꝛels for defaitit 
ne, to re⸗ 
maine to the next of the kinred of the 
Onꝛphane lo offending, 


Allo be it further ozdeined,enac- 


fed and eſtabliched by aucthoꝛite afoꝛe 
ſayd, foꝛ, and in eſchuing of inerſe va⸗ 
riantes, contencions , and ſutes, that 


dayely heretofoꝛe haue, and hereafter 


may enſue: that it any kræ mans child, 

man, oꝛ woman, foꝛtune to be maryed 
hereafter , in the lyfe tyme of his, 92 
their father, by his conſent, and not ful 
ly àduaunted of, and to his, oꝛ her full 
parte, oꝛ poꝛcion, of his, 02 her, ſayde 
Fathers godes , as he halbe woꝛthe 
at the tyme of mc wien „ aͤccoꝛ⸗ 


dynge to de auncient Li wes , and 
e 


Orders enacte 


Cuſtomes of this ſayd Citie:that then 
enery ſuch Free mans childe, ſo beyug 


maryed in the life tyine of his, oꝛ her 
Father halve to all intentes, and pur⸗ 


poſes, diſavicd to demaunde any tur- 
ther parte, oꝛ poꝛcion, ot᷑ hys oꝛ her fa⸗ 


thers goods, after the diſceaſe of his, oz 
her father, but chalbe adtudaed, repu⸗ 
ted and taken to be fully aduanced, ac- 
coꝛding as the Lawe and C ultome of 
this Citie hath bene long tyme oute of 
minde,e:cept his oꝛ hir ſayd father, do 


mention certeinly, in his laſte wyll, o: 
teſtament, oꝛ by other wꝛyting ligned 


with his owne pꝛoper name, oz Mark 
the certeinty of the ſome oꝛ ſommes of 


money, gods. and cattalles, a the va⸗ 
lue ot them, that the father gaue, pay⸗ 
ed oꝛ departed with all, oz ptherwyſe 
alſured oꝛ hercafter chall giue, pape, 
depart with all, oꝛ otherwyle make aſ⸗ 
ſurance of, vato him, oꝛ her, befoze at 
dn atter the mariage of him oꝛ hir oꝛ o⸗ 
therwi e in his yy tine, fo: and to⸗ 


| 


— 
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wardes their aduauncementes, in the 
name of his oꝛ her part, oꝛ poꝛcion. 

And then every ſuch Oꝛphane, oꝛ child 
which after the deceaſe of his oz her 


ſayd Father, can bꝛiug furth the layde 
Teſtament oꝛ other wzyting ſigned oꝛ 


marked with þ fathers hand o2 mark, 


wheretn the certeintie of ſuch money, 
gods , oꝛ Cattalles, as they haue 0 
(gall haue,recepued of hey ſayd Fa⸗ 
ther, oꝛ by the ſame Father, aſſured by 
eſpecialtie, oꝛ otherwiſe, Gal haue al⸗ 
much of the ready money, gods, cat⸗ 
talles, and debtes of the ſapde father, 
as (with that which he, oꝛ they Gall 
haue receyued towards their aduaũce 
mentes, in the lyfe of tleyꝛ {aid father) 


(all make vp a full childes parte, of 


his gods, and Cattalles, as he Galbee 
woꝛth, at the tyme of bys deceaſe. The 
ſame to be demaunded. aſked, ⁊ clay- 
med, oꝛ ſued foꝛ, againſt the Executoꝛ, 
02 executours , 3dminiſtratour, oꝛ ad⸗ 
miniſtratours,of the goods, and Cat- 
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talles of the ſayde ther; by bolt Oui 


ginall, tobe commented in our ſoue- 


9 57 Loꝛde the kinges court, holden 


the outter chamber of the guild hal, 


ot the layde Citte, befozetiet ſaid lozde 
Ma oꝛ and Aldꝛemen of the ſame ct- 
tic ioꝛ the time being, any lawe, oꝛ tu⸗ 


ſtome, heretotoꝛe made, 02 vled to the 
tontrary, u. otwithſtanding. In which 
action, no wager of Law, oz Elloine, 


* admitted, oꝛ allowed. 


12203tded alway, and it is further 


ena 1475 that it any iro mans ſonne, 
being of full age, (which Gall hereat⸗ 


ter be maried with the conlent of his 
father oꝛ an other perſon, being of fun 
dne, which Gail hereafter mary anye 
fre mans daughter) doe at the tyme 
of the eſpouſailes, oꝛ at any time atter, 
tonfeſſe them ſelues by wꝛyting fully 


ſatiſſyed of his, oꝛ their poꝛtion, oꝛ do 


othertwyſe acquite and diſcharge, the 
Father of ſuche fre mans ſonnes, oꝛ 
ers, of all their parte and poꝛ⸗ 

cion 
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P 
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tion due 92 to be due, by the Lawe 
and tuſtome of the Citie that then e⸗ 
very ſuch perſon, ſo confeſſinge, acquy⸗ 
ting, oꝛ otherwiſe diſcharginge, halbe 
reputed, and taken, as fully adugun⸗ 
ted, ok his, oꝛ their whole part, 02 poꝛ⸗ 
cion, and chall not be enabled, to de⸗ 
maunde aw kurther, oz greatter parte 
of the ſubſtaunce, gods and cattalles, 
of his o2 her Father: this Law, oꝛ a⸗ 
ny other Lawe oꝛ Cuſtome here tokoze 


had, made, oꝛ vſed to the tontraxp, not⸗ 


withſtanding. 


And further, fozaſmuche as it ia 
thought very pꝛeindittall, and hurtkul 
to the fatherleſſe childꝛen and O2p1 pha⸗ 


nes, when the mother oz mother in 


lawe. being exccutri: ok the laſte wyll, 
and Teſtament of her late huſ bande, 
by whome, and akter Whole death, the 
Oꝛphanes are catituled to an O2pha- 
nage, (accoꝛdinge to the ſayde lau⸗ 
dable cultomes of this Citie) dwe 


dpuers tymes marye 02 Contracte 


ma rim 18 
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perſonnes vnknowen, and ſome wyth 
Fre men, oꝛ euer a inſt inuentoꝛy of 
the gods cattalles,plate,Juelles,rea 
dy moneyof the Teſtatours, be bythe 
„ Aae in: By reaſon whereof many 
tymes they, (either foꝛ feare oꝛ affectt- 
bon ok their hulbands, oꝛ foꝛ ſome other 
ſiniſtre cauſe, ) dw bꝛing in very ſulpt- 

cious Jnuentoztes,omitting therin ei⸗ 
tl c6 er ready money, Plate, Juelles, oz 
1 debtes, oꝛ ſome other thing. oꝛ things, 
5 wherby ſome benefite chould redound 

to the fatherleſſe chudzen, to the greate 
loſſe, and hinderaunce of the Ozphans 
nd ſome tyre, ſlaundze to the Loꝛde 
Maioz, aud Aldzemen of this Citie, 
| notwithſtanding their great care and 
I; tranaill that they take foꝛ the good oꝛ⸗ 
| dering and true anſwering ofthe ſayd 
| Oꝛphanes: 

It is therfoꝛe- by like ancthozitie, 
oꝛdeined, eſtabliſhed, and enacted, that 
Fe. wor lyꝛſt day ol Mouembꝛe next 
enſuing 


„„ 


matrimony,ſome with fozreiners = and 


E reef EIGEN TOE 

enſuing any Widowe, which 
ve made erecutrir of the Teſtamente 
and laſt will of hir late hul bande, (ve- 
ing a fre man) o2 ſhall take vpon her 
| thadminiſtracionof the goods and cat- 
talles, of her late huſbande (beinge a 
free man) do not vpon her othe, binge 
in, and exhibite, oꝛ cauſe to be bꝛought 


un, and exhibited bekoꝛe the Lozd Wat 
oꝛ, and Aldꝛemen of this ſayd citie, koꝛ 


the time being, at, and in a court of Al⸗ 
dꝛemen, a iuſt, and perfect Jnuentozy, 


(to their knowledge, of al the godes, 


tattalles, plate, + Juelles, ready mo⸗ 
, ney,and debtes, as were her ſayd hul⸗ 
bands,at the time of his death, appꝛay⸗ 
ſed attoꝛding to the lawe of the ſayd ci⸗ 
tie, befoꝛe the do enſure her ſelf in ma⸗ 
riage, oꝛ contracte mariage, oꝛ els ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the lawes of the Realme, do 
pertectly ſolempniſe, oꝛ tonſũmate ma⸗ 
riage with any perſonne , befoze ſuche 
time as afoꝛeſapd, that then euery per⸗ 
| fon ſo offending, (all fozfaict and loſe, 
I 5 B. i. viii. S. 


is, oꝛ chal 
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iii. t. ot euery pounde, ofher poꝛtyon, 
bpblfthe godes ok her late huſbande, due 
Wy. to her by the laudable cuſtome of thys 
/* _  ſfaydeCitie,the ſame to go to the ve of | 
4 ſuche Oꝛphane, oz Oꝛphanes, as then 

Hal chalbe entituled to haue, oz demaunde 
any Oꝛphanage, oz pozcion, after the 
deathe of his, oz her late Father, the 
ſame to be demaunded, al ked, claimed 
dn ſued foꝛ, againſte ſuche executrix, oz 
adminiſtratix by bill oꝛiginall ok debt, 
to be commented, in our Souereigne 
Loꝛd the kings Courte, holden in the 
otter Chamber ot the Guild hal, of the 
ſapd citie, befoze the Loꝛd Maioꝛ, and 

Aldꝛemen of the ſame Citie, fo: 

the tyme being, any Law. c. 
In which Action, no 
wager. c. 
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ILMYRINT ED AT 
London in Powles Churchyard, , 
by John Cawod, Pꝛinter 
to the Queenes 

Maie lie, 
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